Reliability of the New Testament Compared to Other Ancient Documents


	Author
	Gap Between Original and Earliest Surviving Copy (Years)
	Number of Manuscripts

	New Testament
	25-80
	well over 5000

	Homer
	500
	643

	Demosthenes
	1400
	200

	Herodotus
	1400
	8

	Plato
	1200
	7

	Tacitus
	1000
	20

	Julius Caesar
	1000
	10

	Pliny
	750
	7


